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EDITOR'S NOTES 


For once this editor has a number 
of hobby horses to ride, and the 
problem is to choose which one - 
the challenging gauntlet, the kudos- 
to-all, or the self-serving praise. 


At our last meeting we made two 
major discoveries. The first is that 
there is real demand for more 
frequent meetings and for meetings 
on different days. Thus beginning 
in February, 1991, we will also meet 
on the first Sunday of even months, 
at a location to be announced in the 
next issue. All those who have to 
work Saturdays take note. 


. Another great discovery is that new 
members who have joined in the 
past year have brought a variety of 
new talents to our group. Several 
are involved in C programming 
and/or are interested in machine 
code programming. Perhaps we will 
have a critical mass to broaden the 
skills of all of us. 


Finally, a brief note of self-serving 
praise. Our group has an odd rep- 
utation for its itsy-bitsy software 
developments. Most recently we 
learned that a routine Ed Kingsley 
wrote last year to remind you to 
save files-in-progress has returned 
to these shores from Australia by 
way of Vancouver, BC. It's repro- 
duced elsewhere as  File-Saver 
Alarm. What we don't know is how 
it got down under. 
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` The NESQLUG NEWS is the Journal 


of the New England Sinclair QL User 
Group. It is published bi-monthly. 


Annual membership is $10.00 in 
North America. Overseas members 
pay commensurably higher to cover 
air mail. 


We meet bi-monthly on the first 
Saturday of odd-numbered months 
and the first Sunday of even 
numbered months (beginning 1991). 
The exception is if the date 
coincides with a holiday weekend, in 
which case we meet the following 
weekend. 


NEXT MEETING 


The NESQLUG will meet from 11:00am 
to 4:00pm, Saturday, November 3, at 
the home of Al & Dorothy Boehm, 33 
Selfridge Road, Bedford, MA. Call 
(617) 275-1097 for directions. Come 
as early as 9:00 for coffee and to 
help set up. 


Bs tS 


Our exchange policy is simple: we- 
send-you-ours-if-you-send-us-yours 
(WSYOIYSUY) and you have 
something to say about the QL. 


Please forward exchange issues to 
Joyce Blaho, 971  Fellsway #3, 
Medford, MA 02155. 


Unless copywritten by the author, 
articles are in the public domain. 
Attribution is requested. 


DIRECTORY phone 
Director Al Boehm, 33 Selfridge Rd, Bedford, MA 01730 (617) 275-1097 
Treasurer Dick Taylor, 309 Holly Cir, Tiverton, R! 02878 (401) 624-2035 
Membership Se'xy ES 

Librarian Ed Kingsley, 16 Highland Ave, Saugus, MA 01906 (617) 233-3671 


Editor Peter Hale, 195 Central Ave, Chelsea, MA 02150 
Joyce Blaho, 971 Fellsway #3, Medford, MA 02155 


Newsletter Liason 
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MEETING MINUTES 
by Dorothy Boehm, Secretary 


The New England Sinclair QL Group 
met at the home of Al Boehm on 
September 8, 1990. There were 
twelve people present: Al and 
Dorothy Boehm, Pat and Carol 
Condon, Joyce Blaho, Gary Norton, 
Will Horton, Norm Shein, Ernest J. 
Wider, Peter Hale, Michael Jonas, 
and Ed Kingsley. We were happy to 
see that Pat Condon brought his 
wife Carol to the QL meeting. 


Joyce Blaho demonstrated the MICE 
mouse art program to several people 
who had not seen it before. 


Al Boehm showed how new keywords 
PLOT and DRAW can be used for 


drawing fast graphics on the 
screen. 


Ernest Wider demonstrated three 
Programs: Window Editor, whreh lets 
you draw a window on screen with 
cursor keys and determine the 
coordinates, a Dart made for two 
people, which follows the rule that 
the only way to win is to end up 
"ilh a double; and a Maze where 
you learn that when you are in a 
maze, it is hard to get out of it. 


Gary Norton demonstrated a 

checkers game and an Archive 

Geneology program called Relation. 
(cont page 13) 
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ATTENTION! 


Copies of this newsletter sent to 
NESQLUG members have two inserts. 
The permanent insert is a 
reproduction of an article in Byte 
Magazine (UK) in September, 1984, 
reviewing the first of the QL's 
produced by Sinclair. It is 
reproduced by permission. 


Several modifications were made 
before the QL was in general 
production, but the review is 
exceptionally balanced despite its 


-somewhat critical nature. It is 


reproduced both in celebration of 
the 6th anniversary of the QL and 
because of its historical interest to 
those who have remained loyal. 


The central insert is a Member 
Survey that Ed Kingsley has asked 
each of us to return at the next 
meeting (or by mail if unable to 
attend). He explains the reasons in 
NESQLUG Software Library Update. 
Just slip it out from the staples. 


DIRECTIONS FROM 
THE DIRECTOR 
by Al Boehm 


We meet every other month, but 
there's been a lot of talk about 
more frequent meetings. Some of 
the proposals: 


1. Have "standard" monthly meetings 
in Bedford, but on alternate months 
meet on a different day of the 
week, e.g. Sunday afternoon. 


2. Have alternate-month meetings at 
a different location and on Sunday 
afternoon. 


28. Use as an alternate site a 
standard location south of Boston. 
Some of us are looking for a good 
spot. (Hey, Dick!) 


2b. Rotate the alternate month 
meeting site at different members 
houses (or a nearby site selected 
by the member). | 


3. Have special purpose meetings on 
the alternate months. For example, 
(cont page 10) 
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QL JOURNEY 
by Stephen Ostrander 


[Last issue Gary Norton described his 
decision to invest in disk drives. Recently, 
Steve Ostrander wrote from Poughkeepsie. We 
have edited his letter into an article so 
that GL Journey may become a regular feature. 


We ask others to contribute similar articles 
with which many can identify and so continue 
this feature. We prefer that the article be 
on hard copy and on media as a doc file. 
Microcartridges will be returned. gd] 


Once again I experienced that little 
‘rush' I get when I receive 
something from fellow QLers. I 
can't wait to get through the rest 
of the mail so I can sit down and 
leisurely digest the QL info. This 
time NESQLUG NEWS Vol 1, No 2 
even tossed out the challenge for 
one Steve Ostrander to participate. 


I am an active, though isolated, 
programmer (SuperBASIC) of busi- 
ness and investment programs. 
They lack polish, speed and 
generality but are super for my 
specific needs. 


I have not had any formal training 
in computer language nor have I 
ever operated or programmed on 
any other computer. I have been 
told I am weird because of my love 
for the QL in an area of the US 
where IBM is king. In my opinion, 
if the QL does the job, why spend 
the bucks for an IBM? 


I almost gave up on the QL in 1987, 
because I couldn't get a single 
program to work. I would enter a 
program from the manual and in no 
time the screen was a crazy mess of 


color - I thought I had done 
something wrong. I wrote the 
addresses in the manual - no 
response. 


Then I noted that from Midnight to 
6:00 AM the problems seemed to 
diminish, so I tried programming 
during those hours with plenty of 
backups and finally got some 
programs punched in and working. 
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What a joyous occassion since I am 
a fighter and had proved that I 
could do it! 


It wasn't until 1988 that I learned 
I had a defective computer - I had 
become so accustomed to crashes 
every hour but was prepared for 
them with multiple backups. 


By early 1988 I decided to stop 
playing and get serious with some 
practical applications. I couldn't get 
any of the Psion programs to work 
reliably, but after reading and ex- 
perimenting I became proficient in 
SuperBASIC. 


In mid-1989 I got another QL from 
Sharp's and experienced the pure 
joy of zero crashes! Since then I 
have written my business and 
investment programs in SuperBASIC 
and use them daily. 


I have even learned to use Quill, 
but not the other three. 


Since I want to use other computers 
in the future if the need warrants, 
I continue to emphasize SuperBASIC. 


I am somewhat isolated from other 
programmers (Peter Hale and Bill 
Cable are my only contacts), I often 
don't understand’ some of the 
terminology used in printed news- 
letter articles and instructions. 
This makes interaction difficult and 
perpetuates the sense of ísolation. 


ED NOTE: As noted elsewhere, we 


are planning to respond specifically: 


to your needs by meeting in even 
numbered months on the first 
Sunday. Watch this space. 


I recommend that you explore 
ARCHIVE for business and invest- 
ment programming, unless you never 
have a net worth greater than 
$100,000. SuperBASIC is accurate to 
only 7 decimal places, Archive to 15. 
If you have used SuperBASIC suc- 
cessfully with procedures, trans- 
fering to ARCHIVE can be easy. You 
will also be able to use Archive on 
IBM and compats with PC-Four. 
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JONAS TERM 
by Mike Jonas 


Several years ago Mike Mitchell 
wrote a SuperBASIC program that 
got the QL on line with a modem. 


It was far from perfect, particularly 
as the QL has difficulty receiving 
data at the serial port, but it was 
widely copied in newsletters. 


Independently, Mike Jonas wanted to 
use an unexpanded QL to access a 
remote computer from home to use 
an EMACS editor (instead of Quill). 


Mike got around a number of the 
QL's serial port problems with some 
nifty programming. But CAUTION! 
AS presented Jonas_term is not very 
well-mannered since it does not 
send an automatic disconnect signal 
on hanging up. 


It sets up two arrays: one for 
characters received (chi$), the other 


, for characters sent (cho$). Note that 


all codes above 127 are duplicated. 


Some, such as chi$(8), ch1$(10) and 
chi$(13) are modified to be in 
accord with standards used in other 
Systems than the QL. Other changes 
are made to cho$() characters. Refer 
to the Concepts section of the QL 
manual for their significance, but 
the important one is that CTRL H 
(HALT) replaces CTRL C. 


Thus characters sent or received 
are those stored in the arrays, not 
the ones in the QL character set. 


The connect Procedure is the nifty 
bit of Programming. It is a one line 
loop that makes ten consecutive 
efforts to read incoming data for 
each byte originating from the QL. 


Being a one-liner it is about as fast 
as SuperBASIC can be and because 
it focusses on the incoming data 
stream there is less chance that the 
Serial buffer will be overloaded. 


Mike reports that it is quite reliable 
at 1200 Baud, and as unreliable at 
300 Baud as any other program 
without a modapter. 
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1] REMark by Mike Jonas 

5 DEFine PROCedure init 

10 LOCali 

15 DIM chi$(255,1),cho$(255,1) 

20 FOR i-1 TO 127 

25  chi$(i)-CHR$(i) : 
chi$(i*128)-CHR$(i) 

30  cho$(i)-CHR$(i) 

35 END FOR i 

40 chi$(8) -CHR$(188) : chi$(136) 
-CHR$(188) 

45 chi$(10) z"" : chi$(138) z"" 

30 chi$(13)-CHR$(10) : chi$(141) 
-CHR$(10) 

55 cho$(16) -CHR$(3) 

60 cho$(10) -CHR$(13) 

65 tho$(194)-CHR$(8) 

TO END DEFine init 

75 DEFine PROCedure setup 

80' LOCaL. rates 

85 OPEN#3,ser2ir 

90 MODE 4: PAPER 7: INK 0: CLS 
95 INPUT "(1) - 300, (2) - 1200, or 
return? "srate$ 

100 IF rate$='1' THEN BAUD 300: 
ELSE IF rate$='2' THEN BAUD 1200 
105 END DEFine init 

110 DEFine PROCedure connect 

115 REPeat loop: 
PRINT#3,cho$(CODE(INKEY$))3 : PRINT 
chi$(CODE(INKEY$(#3)))&chi$(CODE(IN 
KEY$(#3)))&chi$(CODE(INKEY$(#3)))&c 
hi$(CODE(INKEY$(#3)))&chi$(CODE(INK 
EY$(#3)))&chi$(CODE(INKEY$(#3)))&chi 
$(CODE(INKEY$(#3)))&chi$(CODE(INKE 
Y$(43))) &chi$(CODE(INKEY$(43)))&chi$ 
(CODE(INKEY$(43))); 

120 END DEFine connect 

125 REMark *** main *** 

130 init : setup : connect 


SINCLAIR BBS LIST 


[From the Aug/Sept/Oct 1990 
Sinclair/Echo in the October SWYM] 
Greg's (201) 956-7703 
Grey Matter BBS (213) 971-6260 
Time[X]Change (213) 329-3922 
Torrance Z88 (213) 370-2154 
ZED-88 (703) 968-9438 ` 
Mosquito Coast (103) 941-2942 
Sir Clive's Castle (613) 835-2680 
CATS BBS (301) 589-7407 
Bull Pen (503) 652-5803 
PhotoSynthesis (206) 782-7493 


King's Market (unverif)(303) 665-6091 
Retrievers Retreat(unv) (915)655-6213 
S.N.U.G BBS (unverif)(708) 576-7072 
Time Designs (unverif)(503) 824-2658 
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QDOS AND FLOATING 
POIRNT NUMBERS 
by Will Horton 


When working with assembly code 
and C code, it is important to 
understand how the QL interprets 
floating point numbers. This is 
essential when working with 
graphics or arithmetic routines. 


The QL always defaults to floating 
point numbers when working in 
SuperBASIC, but it wil work in 
integer values if you specify them. 


SuperBASIC reads the floating point 
numbers in as you understand them 
to be, but the Basic interpretor 
must convert them to a form that 
the Qdos operating system under- 
stands. 


QDOS operates on floating point 
numbers in a format consisting of a 
four-byte mantissa and a two-byte 
exponent. It's a format that allows 
.& number within the range of 10 to 
the */-616th power. 


The mantissa gives the number its 
precision and the exponent gives 
the number its magnitude. The 
limited size of the mantissa is the 
reason the QL only has eight digits 
of precision (in SuperBASIC). 


Many hand held calculators can 
rival this accuracy. On the other 
hand, the exponent being as large 
as it is, can produce a number of 
magnitude that could rival most 
Scientifc computers. However, a 
number to the 600th power is of 
little use, unless you have some 
particular scientific application or 
you're calculating the national debt 
and even then the accuracy will 
only be to 7 significant digits. 


Now it's time to give an example of 
how the mantissa and exponent are 
put together. At this point things 
get a little technical but bear with 
it. When developing the mantissa, 
the number being represented is 
normalized to be less than 1 and 
greater than or equal to 0.5. 


For example, take the number 10. 
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To normalize the number 10, suc- 
cessively divide 10 by 2*n where n 
will be the integers 0,1,2,...,30, until 
a decimal value between .5 and 1 
occurs. 


So start with 10/2°0=10, then 
10/2°1=5,  10/2^2-2.5, 10/2°3=1.25, 
finally we find 10/2^4-2.625 which 
will be our normalized value of 10. 


This number is now converted to a 
binary representation as the number 
.1010 (.5+.125=.625). 


Now throw the decimal point away 
and use the Most Significant Bit as 
the sign bit. This gives a mantissa 
that looks like: 0101 0000 0000 0000 
0000 0000 0000 0000 (in hex 50000000 
or in decimal 1342177280.) 


To get the exponent the equation 
10=mantissa*2°(exp-2079) must be 
solved:  exp-LOG10(10/1342177280) / 
LOG10(2)*2079. Hence the exponent 
is 2052 decimal or 804 hex. This 
finally gives a value of 0804 
50000000 hex. 


This is what it ‘akes to convert a 
floating point numb ` to a form that 
QDOS can understa..d, but it is all 
done automatically. 


For futher information on this topic 
refer to either "The QL Advanced 
User Guide", or "The QL Technical 
Guide". 


FOR SALE 
ER MULTI-T SWITCH ? 
Drinking too wuch coffee waiting for 
those SuperBasic programs to load? 
When they finally run are they oh, 
SO S...L...0...W 222? 


SUPERCHARGE them & see em' fly ! 


FOR SALE ... SUPERCHARGE 
Special Edition 
(SuperBasic Compiler) 
by Digital Precision 
Final Version ..... No Lens Lock 
The original cartridge and manual 
For me, over $60 .. l'or you $35 


Ed Kingsley (617)233-3671 
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OL Australia - October 1909 
File-Saver Alarm 


With the QL's tendency to lock-up (a problem 
experienced by most owners sooner or later). its a 
good idea to periodically save your work to disk or 
microdrive. That way, you should lose only that 
work done since the last save, 


The simplest approach is for the operator to 
manually initiate the periodic saves - a simple task 
which can be easily overlooked for long periods. 


The following SuperBASIC program - which can be 
included in your favourite BOOT program(s) - 
might be the answer to your problems. It initiates a 
series of alarms at pre-determined intervals. It 
doesn't need the current date or time to be set but it 
does, however, need Toolkit I! to be running. 


100 interval=20:REMark Minutes between alarms 

110 session_timenS:REMerk Session length in hrs 

120 limes=(seasion_time*60)/interval: REMark 
Number of alarms 

130 dSzxDATES 

140 hedS(13 TO 14) 

150 medS(16 TO 17) 

160 FOR xai TO times 

170 mem«interval 

180 IF m>60 THEN msm-60: huh] 

190 IF h>24 THEN hah-24 

200 ALARM hm 

210 END FOR x 


Adapted fromanarticle by Ed Kingsley in BosTUG 
Sep/Oct 1989 


[Reproduced from the September, 
1890, ZX-Appeal, the newsletter of 
the Vancouver Sinclair Users Group] 


—————— 


DIRECTIONS continued from Page 2) 
a C lanquage group or a music 
group. These small groups would 
meet when and where the interested 
members decide but would keep the 
rest of the members informed. 


All of the above have my support 
and perhaps someone has a better 
idea. I like best going to members 
houses and seeing how their QL is 
set up. What do you think? 


I bought a game at the last meeting 
- QL Bounder. It's been around for 
some time, but it was new to me. I 
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ALARM KILL 
by Ed Kingsley 


10 REMark A short prog to kill any 
20 REMark Alarms. To use, either 
30 REMark LRUN as is or create 

40 REMark a procedure (at Line 130 
90 REMark DEFine PROCedure 

60 REMark alarm, kill; END DEFine 

70 REMark Line 270), then LOAD anc 
80 REMark type alarm, kill «ENTER? 
90 : 

100 REMark zzzzzzzzzzzzz-zzzz------ 
110 REMark ****** Alarm-kil ****xx 
115 REMark *** by Ed Kingsley *** 
120 REMark TZZIZIZIIIIZZÉZIÉzzlzzlzzÉzzzzzzz: 
130 : 

140 WHEN ERRor : RETRY 250: ENI 
WHEN 

150 d$-DATE$ : hour=d$(13 TO 14) 
160 FOR hzhour TO hour*3 

170 FOR m-1 TO 60 

180 h$=h : m$=m 

190 IF h<10 THEN h$z"0"&h 

200 IF m<10 THEN m$="0"&m 

210 IF m=60 THEN m$="00" 

220  time$zh$&":"&m$ 

230  RJOB "Alarm "&time$ 

235 REMark 2 spaces after Alarm 
240 PRINT time$ 

250 END FOR m 

260 END FOR h 

270 : 


—————M 


spent quite a few hours solving how 
to get around or over obstacle: 
while avoiding things out to get me 
In short, I was hooked on the game. 


Was I wasting my time that could be 
spent solving the Earth's carbor 
dioxide problem or cutting grass? 


Well, I was enjoying myself. Some 
fast reactions are required and ii 
took several days of figuring tc 
Solve a way through some obstacles. 


Hmmmm, improving my reaction 
Speed and exercising my reasoning 
ability is not time wasted. Indeed. 
a hairy problem at work was getting 
to me and I think solving the 
Bounder problems helped build up 
my confidence so that I was finally 
able to overcome that obstacle. 


Morali Try some of the QL games; 
you'll like them. 
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NESQLUG SOFTWARE 
LIBRARY UPDATE 
By Ed Kingsley 


Thanks to everyone who brought in 
and demonstrated new software at 
the September meeting as well to 
those of you who mailed in new 
material. 


Those who attended the meeting had 
the opportunity to obtain a copy of 
"Volume One" of the  NESQLUG 
Library. There are 25 separate 
programs and a big package of 
‘information on the Minerva ROM; 
almost 500K of software and doc- 
umentation made possible by your 
efforts. A big thanks to all of you 
for your contributions. 


Putting together the first install- 
ment proved to be a lot more of a 
project than I had anticipated and a 
couple of errors managed to evade 
the final edit. I have made the 
necessary corrections and tidied up 
a few other loose ends. 


My intention has been to give the 
Library an order and cohesiveness 
(a similar look and "feel", if you 
wil) that I hope will make it easy 
to use and to learn from. I have 
NO interest in collecting an antho- 
logy of puzzling programs that only 
hackers can understand. Too much 
work is being put into the Library 
project for it not to be useful to 
anyone who would like use it. 


PROGRAMS 


Aardvark 

3D Graph Generator 
Background Music 
Graph Plotter 
Radar 

Mode 4 Color Editor 
Character Write 
Data Maker/Loader 
D I Y - Customkit 
File Search 

Menu 

NUM Function 
Renum Revised 
Save Variables 
Sorting Routines 
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Consequently, my apologies to 
anyone who had problems with 
programs in the the first issue. I 
will have the revised first volume at 
November's meeting. It will contain 
additional material that I have 
received since then, so bring a 
blank formated disk! 


In the course of organizing the 
programs for the Library, I 
observed that some of them were 
written to be run in TV mode and 
some required British ROMs to work 
properly. 


This got me to thinking about some 
of the many possible combinations of 
hardware each of us might be 
using, and it was then a natural 
segue to ponder over what software 
was getting the most use, or any 
use at all, for that matter. 


So, in order to get MY head 
straight as well as a better idea of 
exactly what ...8!*/2?8!!$*5!., equip- 
ment and software the group is 
currently using, I cobbled-up a 
short questionaire which is included 
hercin. 


Please, take a few minutes to fill 
out the  questionaire and either 
bring it with you to the November 
meeting or mail (or phone) it to me 
as soon as you can. With your help 
we may be able to establish a 
common denominator for the Library 


IN PROGRESS 


D. Burns 
2-1/8 SB Appl A. Boehm 
5/89 MC Appl M. Jonas 
3/89 SB Appl J. Wloch 
3/88 SB Game J. Blaho 
TD SB Graf M. Jonas 
12/81 SB Util J. Blaho 
9/88 SB Util A. Boehm 
1/88 MC Util M. Mitchell 


9-11/9 SB Util M. Jonas 


4/88 SB Util A. P. Lewis III 

11/86 SB Util D. Burns 

9/81 SB Util R. Arsenault 
CR SB Util A. P. Lewis III 

8/88 SB Util N. Shein 
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Soiiware and pick up some fresh 
ideas for future meetings. 


I wil include the results of the 
survey in the next Newsletter. 
Thanks. 


It was my hope that an additional 
"Volume" of the Library could be 
made available at each meeting. To 
make that possible, however, those 
of you who have taken programs 
home WILL have to key them in and 
bring or send them back. (Programs 
In Progress) Gary Norton,’ already 
a multiple contributer, was the only 
Person to take a program home from 
the September meeting. I hope that 
this does not indicate that our 
enthusiasm has already petered out. 
There are still LOTS of interesting 
Programs that would make excellent 
additions to the Library just 
waiting for you to give them a 


_home. 


Bring along formatted cartridges or 
disks for the Library and be sure 
and stop and browse through our 
adopt-a-program file. We have some- 
thing sure to please every taste. 


I am working on an Archive based 
database with separate records des- 
cribing each of the Programs in the 
LIBRARY. Bil Cable has kindly 
offered to give me hand in making 
it "DB" easy. 


I got a call from Stephen Ostrander, 
a member from New York, who is 
Presently unable to attend our Sat- 
urday meetings. I have sent him 
Some programs to key-in. Thanks 
Steve. (Ben Kahler, Harry Haff, John 
Berry ..... ?) 


(Editor's Note: At the last meeting, 
Peter Hale had demonstrated Pip, an 
audible keypress indicator. Willard 
Horton has extended this resident 
code so that now it pips in 
different tones depending on 
whether or not the CAPS LOCK is 
activated, Thanks, Will!] 
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Cini190F,10V ICin?74NCO0 or HLCF40118 
Piz=1H4148 


Use between Gpnrosite 
monitor and GL to provide 
proper suno. Signal powers 
oinouitl 


— ———————— — 


[The above circuit diagram was 
copied from the October, 1990, 
SWYM, the Newsletter of the Seattle 
Area Timex/Sinclair User's Group] 


JOB OPENINGS 
by Peter Hale, Editor 


For nearly two years Joyce Blaho 
has abley acted as our newletter 
liason officer. 


The role has given her opportunity 
to meet both by phone and in 
Person during her work trips 
Sinclair people across the country. 


She has far exceeded the job 
description. 


Recently, she advised that she was 
Prepared to pass the torch to 
another because it is a job that 
requires only a small amount of time 
and might appeal to members who 
have only a little time to volunteer. 


JOB DESCRIPTION: the 
newsletter liaison officer receives all 
exchange newsletters, reads them 
for articles of interest to our 
group, particularly drawing them to 
the attention of the editor for 
inclusion in the NESQLUG NEWS. 


The newsletter liason officer is also 
responsible for bringing recent 
exchanges to meetings so members 
may read them. 


At first the biggest job would be to 
change the. address with al the 
other newsletters. Afterwards. you 


get first crack at all the news and 
the latest tips. 
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MINUTES (contin. 
Michael Jonas de.;onstrated a 
Pattern Matching facility program 
that emulated UNIX-like wild card 
directory calls. 


d from page 2) 


Will Horton showed his Machine Code 
Programming for ed kingsley. 


Peter Hale demonstrated a Pip 
program which loads binary code so 
that every time you press a key it 
goes "Pip". He also showed an 
executable program that displayed 
remaining memory as a bar on the 
far right of the screen, displaying 
each type of memory as a colored 
bar. 


Ed Kingley demonstrated new key- 
words which load/save any number 
of SuperBASIC programs at the same 
time. 


Peter Hale had information on MEI 
as a supplier of cheap disks, etc. 
Also he had available copies of the 
Library software. 


Several announcements were made. 
Al asked for recommandations on 
changing the agenda of the meeting. 
There have been requests for 
monthly QL meetings - particularly 
a sub-group. Some suggested that 
Sunday  afternoons every other 
month would be a good time to meet. 
The location could be in the 
southern part of the state. Dick 
Taylor was'selected to be in charge 
of a location. (Dick had the the 
poor judgement to go to a wedding 
instead of attending the meeting.) 


' There is a need for technical items 
in the newslsetter. Ernest Wider 
said that he has an intoduction to 
Abacus which could help. 


The next meeting of the New 
England Sinclair QL Group will be 
November 3 at 11 a.m. at Al Boehms' 
house: 33 Selfridge Rd., Bedford, Ma 
Call (617) 275-1097 for directions. 
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THE UNDER $10 
SOLUTION 
by Ed Kingsley 


My daughter. Sarah, is a sophomore 
at UNH and has a (what else?) QL. 


She has a single room this year 
which has built-in furniture and 
little room for anything else. We 
found room for the QL and monitor 
on ihe desk and the disk drives fit 
under the desk, but there was no 
space lefi for the printer except to 
Stick it under the bed. 


Having to drag it out, hook it up 
and feed in the paper each time it 
was used didn't make sense. 


Studenis use lots of "milk crate" 
type storage containers to store 
their essentials (The less said about 
this, the better), and Lo!, a box of 
fan-fold fit quite nicely inside of 
one and the printer nestled com- 
fortably on the top. 


Since Sarah's printer feeds from the 
bottom it was a ‘natural’. Strips of 
wood, etc., along the left and right 
sides of the crate lift the printer 
enough to give the paper space to 
feed up and around to a top or 
back feeding unit. 


A 'real' milk crate is a little smaller 
than the discount store variety and 
is a perfect fit for a box of paper. 
Mine is even color coordinated to 
my printer, gray. 


If you're stuck for desk space, this 
may be a solution. One crate will 
fit under a desk, two or three 
crates stacked will bring it up to 
'working' or even desk height. 
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PRODUCTION NOTES 
by Peter Hale 


For the first time the entire issue 
of this newsletter has been 
produced on test87. Previously, the 
newsletter was produced in part 
from Quill, passed through  Bi- 
columnifier to generate two column 
format, and then bits and pieces 
such as the page numbering were 
cut and pasted. Then each page 
was photo-reduced, and the camera- 
ready copy was made up. 


This time, cut and paste was used 
only twice where more than one 
column appeared on a single page of 
text. (Also where it was neccessary 
to insert photocopied material.) 


The learning curve was high, 
largely because I had to learn how 
useful it was to shift between two 
column and one column frame to 
verify page breaks and column 
breaks. Now that is a piece of 
cake. 


What made it otherwise so easy was 
the ability now found in text8T 
version 3.01 to merge documents. 


A desktop publisher text87 is not. 
But then the printed page does not 
look like a graphics dump and I 
have the full use of the 24 pin 
printer fonts. 


As a special witness to 
The President's War on DOS Committee, 
Dill the Cat reveals his sordid past 


7. ack! 


"At first, L just did it on weekends, 
with my friends, you know? We 
never wanted to hurt anyone. The 
girls loved it. We'd all sit around 
the computer and do a little DOS. It 
was just a kick. At least that's what 
we thought. Then it got worse. 


It got so I'd have to do some DOS during the weekdays. After a whileI 
couldn't even wake up in the morning without having that crave to go 
do DOS. Then it started affecting my job. I would just have to do it 
during my break. Maybe a Mode command or two. I eventually started 
doing DOS just to get through the day. Of course, it screwed up my 
mind so much that I couldn't even function as a normal cat. DOS got 


me fired from my job. 


I'm lucky today. I've overcome m 


y DOS problem. It wasn't easy. If 


you're smart, just don't start. Remember, if a weirdo in a blue suit offers 


you some DOS, just say no." 


MSDOS.. 


Just Say No! 
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